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Yesterday, Come Closer
— Ibrahem Hasan

Editors’ introduction

‘Perpetual revolution is perpetual proph-
ecy / We came in full light and no one saw
us'’: These lines from Jebu, Etel Adnan’s
famous poem about Palestine, appear
like an incantation in Palestinian visual
artist Iorahem Hasan'’s Yesterday, Come
Closer. They surface not as explanation,
but as atmosphere, nested among a vast
constellation of photographs, posters,
drawings, writings, archival documents,
maps, and typographies. Together, these
materials form a disordered, expansive
matrix that resists definition, insisting
instead on the multiplicity of Palestinian
life and the impossibility of containing the
weight of its memory.

Yesterday, Come Closer is not only
a 728-page publication; it also lives as
an open-source research platform, an
immersive digital archive, and a sound
system developed in collaboration with
Radio Alhara. The work weaves Hasan's
own photography, words, and design
with contributions from a wide commu-
nity of artists and writers, unified by the
insistence that Palestinian life cannot
be erased. More than a fixed archive, it
is a realm of affect, where fragments of
image, voice, dream, and memory are
gathered not to cohere but to resonate.
Yesterday, Come Closer functions as a
counter-archive—one that centres pres-
ence over preservation. Here, memory
is not an object to be indexed, but a field
to be entered, a texture to be dwelled in,
fractured, layered, and very much alive.

Ibrahem Hasan is a

It is through the act of assembly that ©
Yesterday, Come Closer crystallises. It
takes shape not only in images, voices,
writings, and documents, but also in the
gaps between them—in what's missing,
withheld, or unsaid. Its non-linear method
of gathering mirrors the complexity and
multiplicity at the heart of Palestinian
memory and life. In this way, assembly
becomes a form of resistance: to iso-
lation, to linearity, to the archival—and
contemporary, genocidal—impulse that
seeks to pin down that which is still alive.
It is a testament to what archives can
become when they are guided by feeling
rather than institution, by rupture rather
than chronology, by multiplicity rather
than singularity.

1
Etel Adnan, ‘Jebu’, quot-
ed in Ibrahem Hasan,
Yesterday, Come Closer
(Self-published, 2024).
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Palestinian American
artist and visual story-
teller born and raised
on Chicago’s South
Side and now based

in Brooklyn. Formerly
a senior creative di-
rector at Nike, he uses
photography, film,
text, and installation to
explore authenticity,
memory, and belong-
ing. His recent book

Yesterday, Come Clos-
er (2024), a 728-page
non-linear explora-
tion of Palestinian
collective memory,
received widespread
acclaim. Hasan's work
emphasises elevating
marginalised voices
and forging emotional
connections through
nuanced visual narra-
tives.
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